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Preface

Welcome to the 21st Workshop on the Semantics and Pragmatics! Like all previous years, this year’s
SemDial has its unique name: “SaarDial”. This is the second time Saarbriicken hosts SemDial (first time
in 2003). It is the first time that SemDial co-locates and shares sessions and keynote speakers with SIGDial
(http://www.sigdial.org/workshops/conferencel8/). The two events bring academic
and industry researchers interested in dialogue, and bridge the gap between research in the theoretical
and experimental semantics and pragmatics of dialogue on the one hand, and research in computational
dialogue and discourse modelling on the other.

The SaarDial and SIGDial programmes jointly feature three keynote speakers: Oliver Lemon, Elizabeth
Andre and Andy Kehler. We are honoured to have them in SemDial and we thank them for their partici-
pating. Abstracts of their contributions can be found towards the beginning of this volume.

This year, SemDial hosts a joint SIGdial/SemDial special session on ‘Negotiation Dialogs’, organized by
Amanda Stent (Bloomberg LP), Aasish Pappu (Yahoo Inc), Diane Litman (University of Pittsburgh) and
Marilyn Walker (University of California Santa Cruz). The papers from this special session that appear in
the proceedings were submitted and reviewed as regular SemDial papers. Papers not accepted through the
regular review process are not included in the proceedings, but were invited to be presented as 5 minutes
talks in the special session.

We received 26 full paper submissions. 13 of those will be presented as talks in SemDial, 2 will be
presented in the SIGDial/SemDial joint special session, and 4 will be presented as posters. In addition we
received 12 abstracts, 8 of which will be presented as posters and 3 as posters and demos. All accepted
full papers and poster abstracts are included in this volume. For the first time, SemDial proceedings
will also be archived in ISCA, regular papers will receive a DOI index. The mix of papers reflect a
diverse range of research topics, including semantic/pragmatic comprehension, negotiation, multimodal
dialogues, computational modeling, learning in dialogue, and child-adult interactions. We are extremely
grateful to all the members of the Programme Committee for their timely and detailed reviews.

SaarDial together with SIGdial have received financial support from the luster of Excellence ‘Multimodal
Computing and Interaction’ (Saarland University), Microsoft, Maluuba a Microsoft Company, Interac-
tions, Amazon, Adobe, Facebook, Parc a Xerox Company, DFKI, Educational Testing Service (ETS),
Honda Research Institute (HRI), SemVox and Charamel GmbH.

We would also like to thank Saarland University for cooperation, in particular Spoken Language Systems
Group (LSV) and Knowledge and Technology Transfer Agency (WuT) for support in organizing the
workshop.

Volha Petukhova and Ye Tian
Saarbriicken & Paris

August 2017
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