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Preface

With brandial’06 we celebrate the 10th installment of the Semantics and Pragmatics of Dialogue
workshop series.

The series started in Munich in 1997, at the initiative of Gerhard Jäger and Anton Benz,
and from then on wandered the European continent: Twente (Twendial’98), Amsterdam
(Amstelogue’99), Gothenburg (Götalog’00), Bielefeld (BiDialog’01), Edinburgh (Edilog’02),
Saarbrücken (DiaBruck’03), Barcelona (Catalog’04), Nancy (Dialor’05). Focussing more on formal
semantics and pragmatics in the early editions, the workshop has over the years widened its scope
to include work from many other disciplines concerned with building models of dialogue—Artificial
Intelligence and Computational Linguistics contributing work on artificial conversational agents, and
Psycholinguistics observations on natural conversational agents—and has become the premiere forum
to present this kind of work.

brandial’06 continues this trend with high-quality papers and posters from all of these fields. The
papers, together with invited presentations by James Allen, Elisabeth André, Manfred Krifka, and
Emanuel Schegloff, and a Special Session on “Visual Attention and References to the Visual Situation”
with its own invited presentation by John Kelleher and Geert-Jan Kruijff, give a good overview of the
current state of dialogue research, which we hope will form the basis of lively discussion and productive
further work.

We received 56 submissions. Each was reviewed by at least two experts. From the submissions, 20
were accepted as regular papers for oral presentation (including those in the Special Session and one
reserve paper), and 12 as posters (of which 11 will be presented). A further call for posters and demos
generated 11 submissions, of which 9 will be presented.

The reviewers did a fantastic job, producing many very detailed reviews that not only made the task of
selecting papers easy, but also hopefully will help all authors, those of the accepted papers as well as of
those we couldn’t include, in their future work. Thank you to Jan Alexandersson, Ellen Bard, Johan Bos,
Justine Cassell, Matthew Crocker, Paul Dekker, Simon Garrod, Jonathan Ginzburg, Pat Healey, Rodger
Kibble, Alistair Knott, Jörn Kreutel, Ivana Kruijff-Korbayova, Staffan Larsson, Alex Lascarides, Oliver
Lemon, Colin Matheson, Nicolas Maudet, Philippe Muller, Yukiko Nakano, Massimo Poesio, Matt
Purver, Hannes Rieser, Michael Strube, Takenobu Tokunaga, and David Traum! The Special Session,
chaired by Massimo Poesio and Hannes Rieser, had a separate committee, which we also thank: Sarah
Brown-Schmidt, John Kelleher, Pia Knoeferle and Geert-Jan Kruijff.

About the name brandial’06: as the list of previous workshops shows, tradition demands some,
preferably witty, combination of location name and the word “dialogue”. After an initial proposal
generated too much amusement among our American focus group, we settled on the slightly bland,
but phonetically pleasant brandial (a combination of the name of the federal state where Potsdam is
located, Brandenburg, and “dialogue”).

Whatever the name, the quality of the workshop itself is more important, and if brandial turns out
to be good, then that is due in no small measure to generous financial support from the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Council, DFG) and the EU-“Marie Curie programme”-
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financed DEAWU (“dealing with uncertainty”) research group at the University of Potsdam; support
from the University of Potsdam in general (which let us use the venue, the Neues Palais lecture hall in
Park Sanssouci, for free) and the Linguistics Department and the Chair for Applied Computational
Linguistics, Manfred Stede, in particular; help during the workshop by our student assistants;
endorsement by the ACL Special Interest Groups SIGdial and SIGsem; and, last but not least, tireless
work by our secretary Annett Eßlinger, who handled many of the local arrangements.

David Schlangen and
Raquel Fernández

Potsdam, August 2006
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